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Social Problems and Reforms 

NEW BOOKS 

Barnes, H. E. A history of the penal, reformatory and correctional 
institutions of the state of New Jersey : analytical and documentary. 
(Trenton, N. J.: MacCrellish and Quigley Co. 1918. Pp. 654.) 
This thorough analysis of the penal system of New Jersey is of 
more than local interest. "The fact that New Jersey experimented 
with practically all the chief types of penal institutions which have 
been tried in this country" makes an account of their development 
of general value. The book is, moreover, a scientific study made in 
the light of modern political and social science. It constitutes vol- 
ume II of the New Jersey Prison Inquiry Commission report of 
1917. 
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About half the volume is devoted to historical analysis, which is 
subdivided topically and by institutions. While the account is 
somewhat detailed in parts, excellent summaries are provided. The 
book is indexed and contains a bibliographical note on sources for 
New Jersey material. Frequent references in footnotes support 
important statements in the text. The documents of the second 
half of the book are accompanied by notes by the author calling at- 
tention to their significance. 

While Dr. Barnes naturally leaves the matter of formal recom- 
mendations to the commission, his study is a forcible argument for 
the further application of the principles of scientific criminology 
to the penal system. With crime prevention and criminal reforma- 
tion as the goals the individualization of the treatment of offenders 
is the guiding principle of his critical analysis. 

Few criminologists would quarrel with the program of penal re- 
form implied in Dr. Barnes's book. Some would perhaps qualify 
their faith in the Binet-Simon tests and the Freudian analyses. 
Others might stress more prominently the blighting effect of 
wretched county penal institutions and methods upon even the most 
ideal state system. But such criticisms would be merely matters of 
emphasis. Dr. Barnes's penology is fundamentally sound. His 
study is a real contribution to penal reform. 

The reviewer believes, however, that the author's greatest service 
through this study is in the field of practical politics. He points 
out how legislatures are prone to make patchwork alterations when 
fundamental changes alone will suffice; or how they reluctantly 
make appropriations for cell-blocks which are potentially over- 
crowded before they are completed. He tells of the preservation 
in a penal code of 1898 of "the ancient statute which dates back as 
far as the Pauline Epistles and the Theodosian Code of 438, pre- 
scribing punishment for 'false prophets'." Everywhere he shows 
how efficient administration has been made impossible by the con- 
stant use of the appointing power to pay political debts. But these 
evils, he concludes, are but symptoms of the fundamental difficulty 
which "in the past has been that society has not understood the 
nature of the causation of crime." Because of this lack of under- 
standing society has permitted partisan control of the penal sys- 
tem. Partisan control has meant inefficient when not corrupt ad- 
ministration. And finally inefficiency has prevented the application 
of scientific penological principles. The fundamental problem 
then is educational. 

In the reviewer's judgment Dr. Barnes has served not only the 
state of New Jersey, but all who are interested in penal and po- 
litical reform. Donald R. Taft. 
Ohio State University. 

Beck, J. M. The reckoning. A discussion of the moral aspects of 
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Gebhart, J. C. Housing standards in Brooklyn. (Brooklyn, N. Y. : 
Tenement House Committee of the Brooklyn Bureau of Charities. 
1918. Pp. 60.) 

An intensive statistical study summarizing data relating to more 
than 3,000 apartments in regard to sanitary conveniences, water 
supply, bathrooms, overcrowding, lodgers, types of houses, pre- 
valence of tuberculosis, rents, and nationalities of tenants. 

Grant, P. S. Fair play for the workers. Some sides of their malad- 
justment and the causes. (New York: Moffat, Yard. 1918. Pp. 
xii, 368. $1.60.) 

The author, keenly alive to the significance of different phases of 
social discontent and maladjustment, presents chapters on: The 
worker's lost status and his unrest; The working-man and patriot- 
ism; The Americanizing of the immigrant worker; Administration 
of the law and the worker ; Physical betterment, the function of the 
state; Unjust laws and how to remedy them; Are rich Americans 
aiding Americanization? The waste of ignorance and competition; 
The economic influence of religion; Labor organization and its in- 
fluence on our problems. He sharply arraigns current indifference 
and supports his indictment by abundant quotations from contempo- 
rary reformers. 
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(New York: Charity Organization Department of the Russell Sage 
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$2.25.) 

Stevens, E. F. The American hospital of the twentieth century; a 
treatise on the development of medical institutions, both in Europe 
and in America, since the beginning of the present century. (New 
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Medical examination campaigns. No. II. Framingham monograph 
no. 4. (Framingham, Mass. ; Community Health Station. Nov., 
1918. Pp. 48. 5c.) 

New towns after the war. An argument for garden cities. (London: 
Dent. 1918. Pp. 84. Is.) 

Aims of reconstruction. Reconstruction problems, 1. (London: Min- 
istry of Reconstruction. 1918. 2d.) 

Reconstruction after the war. Journal of the National Institute of 
Social Sciences, vol. IV. (Boston: Boston Bk. Co. Apr., 1918. 
Pp. 242.) 

Includes brief papers on: Financial reconstruction after the war, 
by George E. Roberts; Labor laws in the crucible, by John B. An- 
drews; Problems of immigration and the foreign born after the war, 
by Henry Pratt Fairchild; and The free traders of America, by 
George Haven Putnam. 

Sanitation of rural workmen's areas. Public health report for Sep- 
tember 6, 1918. (Washington: U. S. Public Health Service. 1918.) 
Among the topics discussed are the collection of garbage and 
excreta, water supply, draining, and types of housing for industrial 
villages. 

Standard catalog, sociology section; one thousand titles of the most 
representative and useful books on social, economic and educational 
questions. (New York: H. W. Wilson Co. 1918. Pp. 99. $1.) 

Insurance and Pensions 

Workmen's Compensation and Insurance. By Durand Halsey 
Van Doren. (New York: Printed for the Department of 
Political Science of Williams College by Moffat, Yard and 
Company. 1918. Pp. x, 332. $2.00.) 
This new sketch of workmen's compensation was prepared in 
successful competition for the David A. Wells prize, which is of- 
fered annually to Williams College men within one year before 
graduation or three years after. It gives the legal and historical 
basis of compensation, summarizes American legislation, presents 
systematically the author's ideas as to a model statute, traces at 
length the experience of New Jersey, states the attitude of Ameri- 
can labor, describes the federal soldiers' and sailors' insurance 
act of 1917, and concludes with a short chronological bibliogra- 
phy. 

As the fruit of a narrowly limited competition among young 
writers, the book has merit, in fact, high merit. It shows a great 
deal of painstaking study. In narrowly literal and statistical ways 
it is remarkably accurate. Its author has a good general appre- 



